


















































































AFFILIATED CONSULTANTS, ENGINEERS

15 HI VIEW DR BLACK MOUNTAIN NC 28711

Mobile: 828/280/8194 all@aconsultingengineer.com

Founded 1974 www.aconsultingengineer.com

TO: Air Quality Board Hearing 29 April 15 on S02 Air Pollution in WNC

LOVE CREATION

I am Phil Bisesi, PE speaking from an integrate viewpoint as a

Science based engineer - member of the Association of Energy Engineers

Ecumenical person of faith - Member of the Creation Care Alliance of WNC

Social Justice Advocate - Member of Physicians for Social Responsibility ■ registered Independent

I speak for all of Creation

People who can not speak for themselves

The trees and the crops

The Birds and Bees

The fish and the farm animals

The pets, the children, and the elders

CLEAN AIR AND WATER IS A HUMAN RIGHT GUARANTEED BY THE NC CONSTITUTION

I hope to change attitudes and policies from exploit to LOVE CREATION

The natural world follows everlasting laws. We must learn from nature and be guided by observing all of creation.

The earth receives abundant energy from the SUN. Harvest it; do not fight it.

Nature does not waste. All religions espouse using the gifts of nature wisely and not wasting.

All of us, by loving Creation, can change our lives and improve our health.

The Union of Concerned Scientists reports that the Clean Air Act, the Clean Water act, and resulting policies have a 40 hear

proven track record of cutting pollution and preventing about 1 million premature deaths and hundreds of millions of cases of

respiratory and other pollution caused disease. These regulations have spurred development. Industries adopted innovative

solutions to reduce pollution, improve the economy and generate millions of meaningful US jobs. UCS also reports that global

warming results in extreme weather events, threatens health and wellness, and wastes our resources. The human tragedy is

unacceptable.

Good science and engineering, guided by a love of nature and society wide total economics and living by basic principles and

ethics, not just doing the minimum that the law requires, will improve lives; that's a BIG PAYBACK.

My hope is that all of us will stop dualistic thinking, start reasoning and dialoging to promote holistic thinking. We then will

obey the laws of nature, stop polluting and wasting, and get back to effective healthy living; all because we LOVE CREATION.
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To: WNC Regional Air Quality Agency

From: John Diefenbach pO/A^J '(} f) V
1975NCHwy9 I P< t>|*J^/\
Black Mountain, NCy28711

Date: April 29, 2015

Subject: Air Quality Permit (Duke Power) Title V

I am askinq you to revise the current draft (or the Asheville Coal Plant Title V, air pollution permit
o Se spec fie numeric emissions limits (or SO2 that reflects Federal Standards. My request
of you is to allow a maximum of 61.7 pounds per hour of each coal burning unrt, equating to a

plant-wide SO2 limit of .029 pounds per 1 million BTU's.

After reviewing the WNC Regional Air Quality Agency's minimum health-based standards dated
Nov 14 2011 I question your legal authority to supersede and lesser the existing Federal
minimum standards, however you do have the legal authority to apply reasonable stricter

standards.

There is no apparent reason for the limit to be so high.



April 29, 2015

Public Meeting re Asheville Steam Electric Plant, Title V Permit

I am speaking out tonight concerning the draft air quality permit currently under

consideration for Duke Energy's Asheville coal-powered electric plant located at Long

Shoals.

I understand that this draft permit will allow the release of sulfur dioxide and other toxic

chemicals into the atmosphere at an unprecedented high level, far exceeding the limits

established by the federal Environmental Protection Agency as "acceptable" for public

safety. In managing the plant so as to reduce expenses, Duke Energy has already been

in violation of EPA standards since 2010 and now intends to inflict even more egregious

pollution on area residents and the local environment.

I moved back to my native state of North Carolina about a year and a half ago, with the

goal of savoring the beauty of Western North Carolina, including its clean air. I live in a

LEED Silver Certified "green" home, heated by solar collectors, so I "walk my talk" when

it comes to energy conservation and concern for the environment. Duke Energy

decision-makers and local air quality enforcers need to show the same kind of concern.

Duke Energy, as a mega-corporation, now wields immense clout in political and

governmental arenas. It is completely unacceptable that Duke Energy be allowed to

continue its lax practices, already in violation of EPA standards, which result in serious

negative health consequences for many of us living in the shadow of its electric plant. It

is even less acceptable to contemplate that drastically less, not more, stringent

regulations may soon be in place. The role of the Regional Air Quality Agency is to

ensure clean air for citizens of Western North Carolina, not bow to the exigencies of big

business at the expense of public health.

I urge you at the WNCRAQA Board to re-think their priorities and provide guidelines that

oblige Duke Energy to meet EPA health-based standards, by revising the SO2

emission limit to a plant-wide average of 0.029 Ib/MMBtu.

Thank you for your consideration.

Anne deBuys

16 Sevan Court

Asheville, NC 28806



MAHA
+Medical Advocates for Healthy Air

April 29, 2015

Betsy Brown, Air Quality Supervisor

Britt Lovin, Chair

WNC Regional Air Quality Agency

49MtCarmel Rd

Asheville, NX. 28806

My name is Laura Wenzel. 1 am with Medical Advocates for Healthy Air, a program of

Clean Air Carolina. We oppose the proposed Title V permit for the Duke Energy

Progress, Inc. - Asheville Steam Electric Plant located at 200 CP&L Drive in Arden, North

Carolina because of sulfur dioxide's effect on North Carolinian's health.

Take a deep breath. It should feel good. The ability to take a deep breath is something

so normal that many of us take it for granted. Deep breathing relieves stress, lowers

blood pressure and increases energy. It is a gift - one we should do everything possible

to protect.

Sulfur dioxide annihilates that freedom to take a deep breath. It makes us choke and

wheeze. It tightens our chest. It fills our lungs with fluid. It makes our eyes hurt and our

nose and throat and skin burn. In addition to being a noxious gas on its own, sulfur

dioxide carries fine particles deep into our lungs, at levels beyond any possible

treatment.

Short-term exposures to high levels of sulfur dioxide can kill us. Long-term exposure to

persistent levels of sulfur dioxide can destroy our lungs and intensify heart disease,

according to the Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease Registry. The EPA cites studies

showing that for people with asthma, even low levels can trigger attacks and scrambles

to the emergency room, making it impossible to exercise outdoors and enjoy our

mountains.

Because sulfur dioxide is so toxic, our government carefully regulates how much is

allowed to be emitted into our air. Duke Energy has regularly and severely violated

these rules at its Asheville plant over several years. The study of emissions from 2011

through 2013 by Air Resource Specialists

(https://docs.Roogle.com/a/cleanaircarolina.org/file/d/0Bw7481zyeacqTlRUMkdRQzN

PO Box 5311 • Charlotte NC 28299 • www.medicaladuocatesforhealthyair.org • 704.307.9528



NanM/edit) found that this plant broke these rules nearly 75% of the time, polluting the

community's air with concentrations of sulfur dioxide at as much as 3 and a half times

over the legal limit.

The Air Quality Agency's mission is to safeguard public health and the environment,

while preserving the quality of life and economic vitality of the area. The new permit

under consideration would allow the limit of sulfur dioxide emissions to be nearly 80

times higher than what is necessary to attain the EPA standard designed to protect our

health. It unequivocally fails to protect our health, degrades our quality of life and

threatens our long-term economic vitality.

The American Lung Association finds that nearly 20,000 children and adults in

Buncombe County already suffer from asthma and have difficulty taking a deep breath.

Increased sulfur dioxide emissions could make this number even larger. This not only

degrades the quality of life for individuals, it sabotages our economy by increasing

absences from school and work.

We must guard against allowing the siren song of a fleeting profit to hijack our heritage

of fresh, pure mountain air. As medical and public health professionals, Medical

Advocates for Healthy Air urges the agency to revise the current draft Asheville coal

plant Title V air pollution permit to limit SO2 emissions to the federal minimum

standards 61.7 pounds per hour for each coalburning unit, equating to a plant-wide SO2

limit of .029 pounds per one million British Thermal Units (BTU's) -- the standard

necessary to ensure our ability to take a deep breath.

Thank you for your consideration.
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Testimony, WNC Regional Air Quality Agency, public hearing

April 29,2015

I am Mahan Siler, a retired Baptist pastor. Thank you for listening.

My comments are brief and simple. One, obvious lest we forget, cleaijair is non-negotiable for

all that lives, including us humans. It is a gift, not a commodity we can modify or manipulate for short

term gain. Our responsibility, your responsibility is to protect it, treasure it, and strive for its purity.

My second comment. I urge you to place this question at the center ofyour decision-making:

who propers from your action? Who benefits? I am eighty, Whatever you decide will not likely have

much impact on my life. But I am not here speaking for myself. I am speaking for my grandchildren,

for their children and children's children. 1 am speaking for your grandchildren, their children and

children's children. They cannot speak for themselves. I am their voice. You are their voice. Your action

must benefit them. Our legacy to them must be clearpir, cleaner than we now have, not less.

I urge you to revise the current draft Asheville coal plant Title V pollution permit to include

emission limit for SO2 that reflects federal minimum standards. Thank you.



Public Hearing Comments

April 29, 2015

Duke Energy has operated their flue gas desulfurization units or "scrubbers" at less than 100% efficiency

for over 4 years {as low as 75%), and that they have been burning higher sulfur coal -both of which

have resulted in sulfur dioxide emissions of up to 3.5 times the safe limit set by the EPA. Sulfur dioxide

emissions are a major source of health damage, and are the primary source of acid rain and regional

haze. Although the WNC Regional Air Quality Agency Board has been apprised of Duke's procedures and

their potential health impacts for months, the current draft Title V Permit for Duke Energy does not

reflect adequate sulfur dioxide emission limits - limits that would require Duke Energy to operate within

the EPA's safe standard for Sulfur Dioxide.

The 2014 Annual Report of the WNC Regional Air Quality Agency states that "the mission of the agency

is to monitor and regulate the air quality of the City of Ashevilte and Buncombe County to safeguard

public health and the environment, while preserving the quality of life and economic vitality of the area.

The Agency is responsible for implementing and enforcing the provisions of the federal Clean Air Act and

all additional state and local air quality regulations in Buncombe County."

Given the Agency's mission, the fact that it has the responsibility of implementing and enforcing the

provisions of the Federal Clean Air Act, and the fact that it is the authority which regulates the Title V

Permits, it is the responsibility of the Agency to safeguard public health and uphold the Clean Air Act

regulations by implementing safe sulfur dioxide emissions limits in their Title V Permits - as the cause

and effect of the emissions cannot be separated. I am therefore respectfully requesting that the Agency

revise the current draft Asheville Coal Plant Title V Air Pollution Permit to include a numeric emission

limit for sulfur dioxide that reflects the federal minimum standards and ensures the protection of public

health; specifically, a limit of 61.7 pounds for hour for each coal-burning unit, equating to a plant-wide

SO2 limit of .029 pounds per one million British Thermal Units (BTU's).

I am requesting the Agency take this action, not only because it is within the Agency's power and

mission, but because Duke Energy has already demonstrated that it will not self-regulate to protect

public health, and has routinely put profit above the welfare of North Carolinians. The only reasons for

Duke Energy to use its current unsafe methods are:

A. To cut operating costs; and

B. Because they can under their current Title V Permit.

Let's not allow them to continue to pollute Buncombe County's air - our families deserve clean air! Duke

Energy has the equipment to operate within the safe standards - equipment that we've already paid for.

I find it hard to believe that they say it costs too much to operate that equipment, as they made a net

profit of approximately 1.8 billion last year. As I see it those profits were stolen from the people of NC.

We've already paid for the equipment, why should we pay again for the pollution while Duke Energy

brings in billions? Doing what is necessary to protect the health and wellbeing of the people of NC while

providing their service is the cost of doing business in NC - and if Duke Energy doesn't feel the same way

- then they shouldn't be allowed to operate in our state. That is why it is imperative that the Agency set

the permit regulations to protect the people.

Respectfully,

Sabrina DiCarlo

Asheville Resident



Public Hearing Comments

April 29,2015

References:

http://wvvw.buncombecounty.org/common/WncAir/documents/reports/Annual/2014-sumrnary-report.pdf

http://elawreview.org/articles/volume-43/issue-43-4/state-environmental-policy-innovations-north-carolinas-

clean-smokestacks-act/

http://content.sierraclub.org/coal/north-carolina/asheville/new-report-toxic-pollution

http://www.duke-energy.com/pdfs/Annual-Report-2014.pdf
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Testimony - Richard Fireman, M.D.

SO2 Hearing WNC AIR QUALITY BOARD

APRIL 29, 2015

I am a retired physician. I practiced Emergency Medicine for

over 30 years, so I have seen the effects of bad air on the health

of children and adults. I guarantee that you don't want to

experience the terrible air hunger that these people experience

when breathing toxic air.

I was born and raised in Pittsburgh when it was known as the

Smoky City. In 1946, when I was 3, Mayor David Lawrence said,

"I am convinced that our people want clean air. There is no other

single thing which will so dramatically improve the appearance,

the health, the pride, the spirit of the city." By 1954, Pittsburgh's

air was 90 percent cleaner.

Lawrence's vision was that of a committed citizen, like you on

the Board, who have volunteered to serve your community and

who love this land, this city, and want the best for those living

here

I settled in North Carolina because these old mountains felt like

home, and want in ensure, as best I can, that they remain

beautiful and healthy for those who chose to live here.

I was surprised and dismayed then to read the first draft to the

new permit that you have proposed, which had the same values

for SO2as the prior permit. The amount of SO2 emissions

allowed under the new permit, if passed, will not ensure that

ambient air concentrations of SO2 pollution will meet the EPA

health standards of 75ppb established in 2010.

Now I understand that Asheville/Buncombe County area is an

area in which the EPA has not issued an official designation

because there are no air monitors here, nor official guidelines

for air modeling.

But we can't wait till 2022, when the EPA will rule on final state

attainment plans.



Let's be clear. You have the authority to write a strong permit, so

that when the state and EPA determine how North Carolina will

model or monitor SO2 levels, we will meet the 75ppb 1-hour

health standard.

How do I know that you have this authority, because your

agency was established by the General Assembly, which gets its

authority from the North Carolina Constitution?

Section 2 reads:

AHpolitical power is vested in and derivedfrom the people; all

government ofright originatesfrom the people, isfounded upon their will

only, and is instituted solelyfor the good ofthe whole.

Please look around you at these people. People who, like the

courageous David Lawrence, believe that "...our people want

clean air..." You, the Board, have the opportunity to be part of

"the government of right'.

Your neighbors in this auditorium are telling you exercise your

authority and responsibility to write the strongest rule possible,

with numeric values for SC I emissions low enough, so that

when air quality modeling or monitors come to

Asheville/Buncombe County in 2023, we will be in compliance

with their guidelines for healthy air, and as few people as

possible will have suffered from SO2toxicity in the intervening

years.



Air Quality Board Permit Hearing

April 29, 2015

My name is Scott Hardin-Nieri, I am a father, husband, Director of Creation Care

Alliance of Western North Carolina, a Pastor with the Christian Church (Disciples of

Christ) and a member of the human family and all of creation. I am here to share my

hopes that the Air Quality Board will lower the permitted SO2 emitted by the Duke

Asheville Coal plant to be within what the EPA deems as healthy limits.

(Specifically revise the Title V air pollution permit to include a numeric emission limit for

SO2 that reflects the federal minimum standards. Please place a limit of 61.7pounds for

hour for each coal- burning unit, equating to a plant-wide SO2 limit of .029 pounds per

one million British Thermal Units (BTU's).)

My young children, wife and I recently arrived to Asheville and as we tried to get to know

our new home, we discovered the creeks and paths in the Bent Creek area. My children

splashed in the creek, we skipped among the beautiful trees and walked along the

winding paths. In a time of great transition and grief, we connected more deeply with

one another and were able find some healing and joy in the ripples of the water, the light

breeze and deep green of leaves that waved around us.

Our family was somehow welcomed.

For us Bent Creek became Sacred Ground.

It is this kind of hospitality of connection, healing, compassion, justice and joy that is

found so often in the sacred texts of my spiritual tradition. The hospitality of caring for

the sick, welcoming the stranger and feeding the hungry were not only nice things to do

but indicated the very presence of God. As a Christian, I am invited to embody the

hospitality of a loving God everywhere I go.

And so tonight I speak on behalf of a deep hospitality. A hospitality that has been

spoken of for generations. An ancient hospitality. A hospitality that is desperately

needed in our world.

A Great Big Welcome to clean air. For the people who live, work and play in this

community and for the creatures great and small.

This is an important opportunity for your board to partner with this community

and Duke Energy to create a more hospitable future, not only for the kids

splashing in Bent Creek, but for the hills of Western North Carolina and our

planet
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