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Eugene D Rackoff and Maryanne R. Rackoff
45 Tree Top Dr.

Arden, NC 28704-3040
(330) 701-5574

April 4,2015 ——

-
|
|
Britt Lovin, Chair ;_ﬂ
Western North Carolina Air Quality Board WL
49 Mount Camel Rd. e
Asheville, NC 28806

Dear Mr. Lovin:

We are homeowners in Arden, NC and are asking you to cancel the draft permit for the
Duke Energy coal plant in Asheville. The protections afforded are woefully inadequate.

Duke Energy’s Asheville coal plant has threatened local public health for decades. New
evidence demonstrates that the plant's operations have been causing sulfur dioxide (SO2)
pollution at levels considered unsafe by the Environmental Protection Agency for the past
several years. An air modeling study by Air Resource Specialists shows that
concentrations of SO2 in the air are up to 3.5 times higher than what EPA has
determined to be safe. Pollution from the plant has exceeded these minimum public
health standards approximately one out of every three to four days since 2010.

Luckily, there's an easy solution to this problem: Duke Energy can return to
running their pollution control equipment at full capacity and can stop burning the
high-sulfur coal they've been using in recent years.

But Duke Energy will not do this unless the Board drafts a permit which meets EPA
standards which are required by law.

Sincerely, /
L Y. ~/,—-} 3 )
Eugene D. Rackoff and Mafyanne R. Rackoff
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April 24, 2015

SENT VIA U.S MAIL & EMAIL (betsy.brown@buncombecounty.org)

e | | RECEIVED
Betsy Brown, Air Quality Supervisor { o :
j
[

WNC Regional Air Quality Agency j ‘ ,{
49 Mt. Carmel Rd. . APR 28 05
Asheville, NC 28806

A
R i
TV R MY

e —

Dear Supervisor Brown:

We are hoemeowners in the Ballantree neighborhood in South
Asheville, approximately four miles north of the coal-fired Duke Energy
plant in Arden. The pollution from the Duke plant, particularly of sulfur
dioxide (SO2), and the storage of coal ash at the plant, is of major concern
to us. We are worried about our own health, the health of our children, and
the health of our neighbors. Our neighborhood has approximately 170
homes, including many families with babies and school-aged children as
well as many older adults. Similar residential communities, including
Forest Lake and Park Avenue, and Givens Estates, a large retirement
community, are also nearby.

A recent expert report commissioned by the Sierra Club (Analysis of
Scrubber Operation Duke Energy — Asheville Power Plant, Feb. 16, 2015)
showed that air models project SO2 emissions of more than three times
the EPA limit in the Ballantree neighborhood and surrounding residential
areas. These emissions could be particularly dangerous for young
children and older adults living in our community.

The current draft permit would allow Duke to continue meeting the
same emissions standards that it has for years. Issuing the permit in its
current form would jeopardize the health of local residents and completely
miss an opportunity to make meaningful progress on local air quality
standards.

We ask that the WNC Regional Air Quality Agency impose the following
two conditions on any renewal permit issued to Duke Energy:

(1) Set a clear, strict numeric emission limit on SO2. A more
reasonable limit of 61.7 Ib/hr for each coal-burning unit could be
achieved through a combination of full implementation of existing




pollution control equipment at the plant and burning cleaner coal.

(2) Require Duke Energy to install air monitoring equipment in the
areas shown to be at high risk in the expert report as well as
the school complex near the plant.

The February 2015 expert report projects that residential
communities could be affected by the downwind pollution from the
plant due to SO2 exposure. Duke should be required to install
equipment that would monitor average SO2 air levels in the areas
highlighted in that model, such as Ballantree, to determine whether
emissions limits are being violated on a regular basis.

In addition, Duke should be required to install air monitoring
equipment in a convenient location on the school complex off of
Long Shoals Road. There are four Buncombe County public
schools located across the street from the coal-fired plant: William
W. Estes Elementary, C.T. Koontz Intermediate, Valley Springs
Middle and T.C. Roberson High. Over 3,000 children attend these
schools every day and breathe the emissions and any particulate
matter coming from the plant.

Duke should be required to submit these resuits on a quarterly basis
to the WNC Regional Air Quality Agency and allow periodic
inspections of the equipment by a neutral third party.

Thank you for the opportunity to submit comments on the draft
permit and for your consideration. '

Sincerely, %«k %/ /C;@’\\\\

Anne & Vijay Kapoor
8 Braddock Way
Asheville, NC 28803

Alex & Lynn Schneider Al & Cathy Nichols

35 Ballantree Drive 31 Braddock Way

Asheville, NC 28803 Asheville, NC 28803
Richard Hudspeth, M.D. Dorothy & Matthew Manning
8 Elmwood Lane 11 Gardenwood Drive
Asheville, NC 28803 Asheville, NC 28803
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City of Asheville

Office of the Mayor

P.O.Box 7148
Ashevifle, NC 283802

April 29, 2015 Office: 828-259-5600
www ashevillenc.gov

Chairman Britt Lovin

WNC Regional Air Quality Board

49 Mount Carmel Road

Asheville, NC 28806

Delivered via email to betsy.brown@buncombecounty.org

Dear Chairman Lovin,

On behalf of the Asheville City Council, | am writing to express concern about the draft
Title V air permit recently issued by the Western North Carolina Regional Air Quality Agency
(WNCRAQA) for Duke Energy’s Asheville Steam Electric Plant. Specifically, Council is
concerned that the suggested permit limit for sulfur dioxide (SO2) is insufficient to protect city
and county residents from harmful air pollution, and we ask that you strengthen that limit to
ensure our residents can breathe healthy air.

, . As you know, even short-term exposure to SO2 is linked with an array of adverse
resp1rat0ry effects meludmg bronchoconsiriction and increased asthma:symptoms. Elevated
concentratlons of SO2'in the air leads to- more emergency room visits and hospital adm1ssmns
part1cularly for children, the elderly, and people with.asthma.

According to a recent report that uses a model approved by the Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA) for tracking SO2 pollution, emissions from the Asheville plant have been causing
violations of the ambient air quality standard for SO2 established by EPA. Indeed, the report
states that the pollution in residential and recreational areas is at concentrations up to 3.5 times
higher than levels EPA has determined to be safe. These exceedances have occurred
approximately one out of every three to four days since 2010.

I am concerned that the newly released draft air permit maintains the same SO2
emissions limit that the plant has had for years. This limit is nearly 80 times higher than the limit
necessary to attain EPA’s public health-based SO2 standard, and we believe it is insufficient to
protect our community from the impacts of air pollution.

‘ The fimal Title V permit should contain limits that allow ambient air in the Asheville area
to meet EPA’s standard We undeistand that limit to be no more than 61.7 1b/hr of SO2 for each
coal- burmng umt ora plant -wide average of 0.029 1b/MMBtu. We also u:nderstand that these

“our quality of service, your quality of {ife”



levels are achievable if the planf»?-s air pollution controls are run at full efficiency, as.they were
when they were first installed, or if the plant stops using high sulfur content coal.

Part of our job as elected officials is to ensure the safety of our community. There seems
to be a clear path to addressing this problem and ensuring healthy air for our residents, and the
first step on that path is for the plant’s air permit to contain appropriate SO2 limits.

Esther Manheim
Mayor

Sincerely,
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Duke Energy’s Asheville Coal Power Plant must meet health standards

"Short-term exposures to high levels of sulfur dioxide can kill us. Long-term exposure to persistent levels of sulfur dioxide can destroy our lungs and intensify heart disease. The
EPA cites studies showing that for people with asthma, even low levels can trigger attacks.

Alr Resource Specialists’ study of emissions from 2011 through 2013 found that Duke Energy’s Asheville coal plant broke the EPA rules on sulfur dioxide emissions nearly 75% of
the time, polluting the community’s air with concentrations of sulfur dioxide at as much as 3 and a half times over the legal limit.

The Air Quality Agency’s mission is to safeguard public health and the environment, while preserving the quality of life and economic vitality of the area. The new permit under
consideration would allow the limit of sulfur dioxide emissions from Duke Energy’s Asheville coal plant to be nearly 80 times higher than what is necessary to attain the EPA
standard designed to protect our health. It unequivacally fails to protect our health, degrades our quality of life and threatens our long-term economic vitality.

| urge the agency to require Duke Energy’s Asheville coal plant to limit SO2 emissions to .029 Ib/mmBTU, the limit determined to be safe by the EPA."

First Name Last Name Ematl Zlp State Organization Date

Fred & Alice Stanback Jr. stanbackf@aol.com 28144 NC 4/27/2015 15:35
William Blackley MD wijblackley@gmail.com 28621 NC self 4/27/2015 15:49
Aaron Levy, MD aaron.levy@carolinashealthcare.org 28203 Resident Physician 4/27/2015 16:34
Jennifer Mullendore, MD, MSPH  jmullendore@hotmail.com 28801 NC Buncombe County Health Center 4/27/2015 17:21
Libby & Dave Cable libbycable13@gmail.com 28036 NC Clean Air Carolina 4/27/2015 17:28
Kim Gaetz kim_gaetz@unc.edu 27607 4/27/2015 20:11

Wake Forest University Baptist Medical

Janis Hammett janis_hammett@yahoo.com 27403 NC Center 4/27/2015 21:05
Lisa Johnson Icjohnso@vidanthealth.com 28504 NC vidant Medical Center 4/28/2015S 7:45
James Kenny jshomecoming@suddenlink.net 27858 NC MAHA 4/28/2015 8:32
Jane and John Pasquini JIPasquini@aol.com 28207 NC Presbyterian Hospital Charlotte NC 4/28/2015 8:41
Jonathan Kotch Jjonathan_kotch@unc.edu 27599 Gillings School of Global Public Health 4/28/2015 10:17
Frank Bronander, RN frank.bronander@carolinashealthcare.org 28203 CMC/Main OR 4/28/2015 12:38
Karen Mosteller kenmosteller@gmail.com 28461 NC

Mackenzie Purser macpurser@yahoo.com 28201 NC




Testimony, WNC Regional Air Quality Agency, public hearing
April 29, 2015
I am Mabhan Siler, a retired Baptist pastor. Thank you for listening.

My comments are brief and simple. One, obvious lest we forget, cleanair is non-negotiable for
all that lives, including us humans. It is a gift, not a commodity we can modify or manipulate for short

term gain. Our responsibility, your responsibility is to protect it, treasure it, and strive for its purity.

My second comment. I urge you to place this question at the center of your decision-making:
who propers from your action? Who benefits? I am eighty, Whatever you decide will not likely have
much impact on my life. But I am not here speaking for myself. I am speaking for my grandchildren,
for their children and children's children. 1 am speaking for your grandchildren, their children and
children's children. They cannot speak for themselves. | am their voice. You are their voice. Your action

must benefit them. Our legacy to them must be cleanair, cleaner than we now have, not less.

I urge you to revise the current draft Asheville coal plant Title V pollution permit to include

hagl
emission limit for SO2 that reflects federal mintmum standards. Thank you.






Public Hearing Comments
April 29, 2015

References:
http://www.buncombecounty.org/common/WncAir/documents/reports/Annual/2014-summary-report.pdf

http://elawreview.org/articles/volume-43/issue-43-4/state-environmental-policy-innovations-north-carolinas-
clean-smokestacks-act/

http://content.sierraclub.org/coal/north-carolina/asheville/new-report-toxic-poliution

http://www.duke-energy.com/pdfs/Annual-Report-2014.pdf









Air Quality Board Permit Hearing
Aprll 29, 2015

My name is Scott Hardin-Nieri, | am a father, husband, Director of Creation Care
Alliance of Western North Carolina, a Pastor with the Christian Church (Disciples of
Christ) and a member of the human family and all of creation. | am here to share my
hopes that the Air Quality Board will lower the permitted SO2 emitted by the Duke
Asheville Coal plant to be within what the EPA deems as healthy limits.

(Specifically revise the Title V air pollution permit to include a numeric emission limit for
SO2 that reflects the federal minimum standards. Please place a limit of 61.7 pounds for
hour for each coal- burning unit, equating to a plant-wide SOZ2 limit of .029 pounds per
one million British Thermal Units (BTU'’s). )

My young children, wife and | recently arrived to Asheville and as we tried to get to know
our new home, we discovered the creeks and paths in the Bent Creek area. My children
splashed in the creek, we skipped among the beautiful trees and walked along the
winding paths. In a time of great transition and grief, we connected more deeply with
one another and were able find some healing and joy in the ripples of the water, the light
breeze and deep green of leaves that waved around us.
Our family was somehow welcomed.
For us Bent Creek became Sacred Ground.

It is this kind of hospitality of connection, healing, compassion, justice and joy that is
found so often in the sacred texts of my spiritual tradition. The hospitality of caring for
the sick, welcoming the stranger and feeding the hungry were not only nice things to do
but indicated the very presence of God. As a Christian, | am invited to embody the
hospitality of a loving God everywhere | go.

And so tonight | speak on behalf of a deep hospitality. A hospitality that has been
spoken of for generations. An ancient hospitality. A hospitality that is desperately
needed in our world.
A Great Big Welcome to clean air. For the people who live, work and play in this
community and for the creatures great and small.

This is an important opportunity for your board to partner with this community
and Duke Energy to create a more hospitable future, not only for the kids
splashing in Bent Creek, but for the hilis of Western North Carolina and our
planet.
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